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SUBJECT: EUROPEAN DEPLOYMENT OF ADVANCE LOCATION STRIKE 
SYSTEM (ALSS) 
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1 . JACKSON OF FCO CALLED US IN APRIL 3 TO DISCUSS STATUS 
OF HMG CONSIDERATION OF ALSO PRESS GUIDANCE. ROBSON OF 
MOD ALSO PRESENT. ROBSON REPORTED THAT SECRETARY MASON 
HAS NOW STUDIED FILE PERSONALLY AND CANNOT ACCEPT 
FORMULATION SET OUT REF (C). ACCORDING TO ROBSON, MASON 
SAID REF (C) FORMULATION WOULD INVITE A PARLIAMENTARY 
QUESTION ON WHAT PROGRAM INVOLVES IN ADDITION TO HIGH 
ALTITUDE PRECISION NAVIGATION. HE WOULD BE UNABLE TO 
ANSWER THIS QUESTION IN SATISEACTORY MANNER AND PROJECT 
WOULD BECOME A MATTER OF POLITICAL CONTROVERSY. 

2. THROUGHOUT CONVERSATION JACKSON AND ROBSON STRESSED 
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WISH IT TO TAKE PLACE AND WILL DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO 
SUPPORT PROGRAM. BUT MINISTERS MUST BE ABLE TO DEFEND 
PROGRAM IN PARLIAMENT WHERE QUESTIONS ARE INEVITABLE. 

3. ROBSON SAID THAT CHIEF OF AIR STAFF HAS SUGGESTED 
THAT FIRST SENTENCE PARA TWO REF (B) MIGHT BE ALTERED BY 
WORD "EVALUATING" IN PLACE OF WORD "OF" AS A SOLUTION. 
ROBSON SAID MASON IS NOT AWARE OE THIS SUGGESTION BUT 
PROBABLY WOULD ACCEPT. lACKSON SAID THAT THIS CHANGE 
ALONE WOULD NOT HAVE TO BE CLEARED WITH FCO MINISTERS. 

4. OTHER OUTSTANDING ISSUE IS PLACEMENT OE STATEMENT 
THAT ALSS U-2'S WILL NOT BE ARMED OR UNDERTAKE PHOTOGRA- 
PHY. OEFICIALS ARE NOW PREPARED TO ACCEPT THIS SENTENCE 
IN CONTINGENCY STATEMENT ITSELE VICE Q'S AND A S. THIS 
WOULD HAVE TO BE CLEARED BY MINISTERS BUT IT SHOULD 
NOT BE CONTENTIOUS OR TIME-CONSUMING. 

5. COMMENT: BRITISH UNDERSTAND CLEARLY THAT REF (B) 
FORMULATION IS NOT: "THE WHOLE TRUTH AND NOTHING BUT THE 
TRUTH" BUT IT DOES NOT LEAVE AN OBVIOUS LOOPHOLE INVITING 
FURTHER PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS. THEIR MAIN OBJECTIVE 

IS TO MINIMIZE PARLIAMENTARY PROBING. THEY RECOGNIZE 
THAT REF (C) IS AN ATTEMPT TO BE STRAIGHTFORWARD IN SAY- 
ING THAT TEST PROGRAM IS CLASSIEIED, BUT THEY PREFER TO 
LEAVE THIS POINT OBSCURE. OUR CONTACTS EMPHASIZED THAT 
THEY DO NOT WANT THE U.S. TO INTERPRET THE BRITISH 
POSITION AS APPROVAL IN PRINCIPLE MADE SO CONDITIONAL AS 
TO ACTUALLY CONSTITUTE A REEUSAL, BUT THEY DO FRET. THAT 
PUBLIC PRESENTATION OF THE PROJECT MUST BE DONE IN A WAY 
WHICH IS MOST EEFECTIVE IN TERMS OF THE BRITISH POLITICAL 
SYSTEM. 
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